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Fall 2025
	OPEN HOUSE FRIDAY, September 26th, 5:30pm-6:30pm
Our Annual Open House is set for Friday, September 27th (Toddler and Preschool/Kindergarten classes only). This is a great time to see what your child enjoys doing while at school, chat with teachers, and meet other families. You are welcome to walk through the other classrooms too, especially if your child is transitioning soon. We can’t wait to see you all here!
New Communication App—Lillio
By now most of you are using (and loving) our new communication app, Lillio! If you haven’t downloaded and registered the app using the email link that was sent to you, please do so as soon as possible. This app allows you to directly notify your child’s teachers of absences, late arrivals, or any other topic. We are accepting online payments through the app now, too. Be sure to sign and return the permission slip. This allows us to send you pictures of your child. If you wish to opt out of this portion of the app, please indicate that on the permission slip and return it to your child’s teacher. If you choose not to use the app, kindly inform us accordingly. We look forward to sharing more of your child’s day and opening lines of communication a little better—we are so excited to continue exploring this platform with you all! 
COMING SOON--For Small Hands Fundraiser
For Small Hands catalogs will be out soon. This fundraiser allows you to shop for Montessori inspired items for your children while earning credit for our school. This is a huge fundraiser for us! We use our credit to get a lot of new and much needed materials for our classrooms. Purchases can also be made all year long by visiting www.forsmallhands.com, Be sure to add our customer #146900 to your order. Also, please look for our “Peace” tags posted near each classroom’s door. These are items that you can purchase and donate directly to your child’s class.
Military Fee Assistance Program 
I am excited to announce that Spokane Falls Montessori is now participating in the Military Fee Assistance Program. This program helps military families pay for childcare. I have tried to reach out to all of our military families, but if I missed you, please see the information below to get started:

         *Contact CCAoA’s Parent Services line at 1-800-424-2246 option 3 to determine your eligibility 

         *Military Families - Child Care Aware® of America
Please let me know if you have any questions and THANK YOU for your service!

From the PTO
PTO is excited for another new school year! Thank you to everyone who came to the BBQ last month - we love seeing families connect as they join our community or say farewell as they move on to new schools!

 
We are busy planning for the Fall fundraiser! You will have seen packets delivered to your cubbies, so you can register and share information with friends and family. The fundraiser officially starts Friday so keep an eye out for more information on that coming later this week. This fundraiser allows us to continue to support our classrooms with new works and other items that might be needed to better meet the needs of our children. In addition, we are able to help support some of the upcoming fall activities for the kiddos!


We are also excited to announce that Trunk-or-Treat is back by popular demand! It will take place on Thursday, October 30th in our school parking lot. Start thinking of ideas to decorate your trunk because there are prizes! More details to follow as we get closer to the date.


If you have any questions, concerns, or ideas feel free to reach out to any of us on the PTO board or email us at sfmspto19@gmail.com. 

Thank you! 
Renee Bursch   (Oakley & Bridger's Mom), President
Victoria Carding (Charlotte & Benjamin’s Mom), Vice President
Diana Palomino (Valeria’s Mom), Treasurer
Amanda Giannandrea (Cade’s Mom), Secretary

	Upcoming Dates
September 26
Open House 

5:30pm-6:30pm
October 30th
Trunk-or-Treat 6:00-7:00pm

November 4th-6th
Toddler Parent-Teacher Conferences
November 11th-13th
Preschool Parent-Teacher Conferences
November 27-28

Thanksgiving

School Closed

December 24-Jan. 2
Winter Break

School Closed

January 19
MLK Jr. Day

School Closed

February 16
President’s Day

School Open

March 17-119

Preschool Conferences

School Open
March 24-26

Toddler Conferences

School Open
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	Teacher Spotlight

Each quarter a teacher will be chosen to highlight in our newsletter. Below is Ms. Chrissy! 
How long have you worked at SFM?

I started at SFM in April of this year in the Preschool Room as a Co-Teacher. I have since spent a little bit of time training in other classrooms, and love being a part of the daily community in the Preschool room.

 

What types of training/education/experience have you had in Early Childhood Education and/or Montessori?

I have over 10 years of experience working in classrooms, with about half of that time spent with sister schools Creative Steps and Creative Minds Montessori in Burien, WA. I am also in school myself, working towards my Bachelors in Early Childhood Education and have taken additional trainings such as Youth Mental Health First Aid. 

 

What do you love about teaching?

I love seeing each student as an individual, and finding out how to best support them. I also think there is something beautiful about how teachers create an almost magical, positive learning environment where the difficulties and complexities of our world get put to the side, and we focus on being kind to each other, and bettering ourselves and our communities.

What is your most memorable moment at SFM?

So far my most memorable moment at SFM was attending the end of the summer BBQ. It was lovely being able to see so many families come together and spend time together! The community at SFM is a beautiful one, and I’m thankful to be a part of it.
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	Volunteer Time 

Did you know that in place of your annual 8 hours of volunteer time, you can sign up to bring 1 needed item per month from your child’s classroom? There are whiteboards placed near each sign-in area—check it out! Also, please see the Amazon Wish List Links below.

Preschool/Kinder:https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/2WND0CSWSLWG3?ref_=wl_share
Toddler:https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/3E2H7PZFKVLD4?ref_=wl_share
Infant:https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/4OCEVOX48912?ref_=wl_share
Inclement Weather/Air Quality Policy

Our school will close in the event of snowfall, weather, or air quality that is dangerous for teachers, children, and families. We will follow SRHD guidelines. Additionally, if Spokane Public School closes, we will also close for at least the first day. This will be announced via e-mail the evening prior or the morning of the school closure, no later than 6:30 a.m. Please make sure you have a current email on file, and if you are a new family, be sure to check your spam folder.
Air Quality Info:

Please note that we will stay inside when air quality is above 150, and we will close the school if the air quality goes above 300 (“Hazardous Zone). 

Below are some resources:

Current Air Quality - Spokane Regional Clean Air Agency
Washington Smoke Blog


	Infant Classroom

Happy Autumn Infant Room Parents!

Staff Changes

We are all excited to welcome Morgan as an afternoon assistant to our classroom. She worked with children at other centers and is now going to school at the Falls Community College. The children are enjoying her a lot already.
Soapy Biz!

For the most part, everyone is doing a great job remembering to wash hands, but we want to remind you to keep it up. Please wash your child’s hands and your own when entering the classroom as this really does impact the number of germs we bring into our environment.

Housekeeping

1. The Infant Room is very busy and exciting first thing in the morning. Most of our infants are at school by 8:30 AM. We ask that the children be prepared for their day at school when they arrive. This means that they have been fed within the last hour, allowed to eat their full, and changed within a reasonable amount of time before arriving. For weaned children, this means that they have been offered a fully balanced breakfast before arriving. You all do a wonderful job with this and it does help so much! Thank You!!!
2. Please check your child’s bag to make sure it contains a backup package of wipes and at least 7 diapers daily. Please ensure that you have everything else your infant may use and need at school in their bag (like extra clothing), but please take out things

that we can’t use here (like random medications, checkbooks, and nail clippers).
3. It is also a good idea to label your child’s packages of diapers and wipes when they are being left in the cubbies. This area is out of our eyesight and out of our control.
4. We have had a lot of questions about car seats lately. Unfortunately, we cannot store car seats onsite. It creates a liability to store them here and a safety issue when it blocks our evacuation routes. Thank you for your understanding.

Calendar

1. The school is hosting an open house on September 26 the at 5:30 but the Infant Room will not be participating. Due to a lack of interest in the last couple of years (we had zero parents stop by the last two years) we are not going to staff for it this

year. However, this can be a GREAT time to peek at the other classrooms to meet their teachers if you want to stop by the Toddler Room or Preschool.

2. Chelsea will be on vacation from September 18th through the 29th. She will return on

the 30 the (another reason we are not participating in the open house!). Rachel, Alaena, Ary, Morgan, Shelby, and Beth will be in the classroom to help your

children.

Once again, we all want to thank you for sharing your children with us. Let’s hope that the

rest of the year brings peace and joy to us all!

Thank you,

The Infant Room teachers.
	Toddler Classroom
Hello Toddler families!!

With Summer coming to an end, we are spending a lot of time outside enjoying the sunshine before it gets too chilly! With this in mind, please remember to apply sunscreen to your kiddo before drop-off, and we will reapply in the afternoons. We use sunscreen all the way through the end of September.

Our classroom is saying goodbye to some of our beloved kiddos this fall, as they transition to the preschool. We wish them all the best of luck, and we can’t wait to see them grow into amazing little preschoolers! We are also welcoming some new friends into our class from the infant room, and we are so excited to have them!

We are also excited to announce that we have a new teacher in our room! Raurie began as a co-teacher in the infant room, and is now joining us in our classroom. She is broadening her Montessori experience with us, and we are very thrilled to have her!

A few reminders:

- Please make sure that your kiddo has a water bottle with their name on it

- Check the Lillio app for reminders of supplies that are running low (diapers/wipes/etc)

- When it is your snack day, please include all food groups, and check with your child’s teachers about items that we may have too much of (like milk!)

- While it is still warm out, we will be doing picnic lunches on Fridays so please bring a cold lunch.
-Please help your child wash their hands at drop-off each morning. This helps limit the outside germs in our classroom.

-Please help your child change into slippers before entering the classroom. If they do not have slippers, be sure to bring socks. Our floors get slippery!

-Please unpack supplies and take backpacks home each day. The toddlers need room to sit in their cubbies to put their shoes on. Also, having supplies ready to go in the changing room helps us tremendously when helping children change diapers and/or clothes.
Thank you for sharing your amazing kiddos with us!!

Much love,

Georgia, Taylor, Sundi, Raurie, and Emma 
	Preschool Classroom
Welcome Back to a New School Year!

We are so excited to welcome everyone back to our classroom for a brand-new school year! The children have already been busy exploring and learning about the human body, sparking curiosity and wonderful discussions.

Looking ahead, October will be filled with autumn-inspired learning as we study apples and pumpkins. We are especially looking forward to our pumpkin patch field trip to Hidden Acres on October 9th, more details will be shared soon!

A few reminders for families:

Drop-off is no later than 9:30 a.m.. Please notify a teacher if you will be running late.

As the weather begins to change, please update your child’s extra clothes bin with seasonally appropriate attire.

Label all school items. Lost and found will be checked every Friday and pictures will be posted to our school Facebook group, "Spokane Falls Montessori School Parents and Teachers". Items not claimed will be donated at the end of every month.

We also hope to see you at our Annual Open House on September 26th! During this special evening, the children will proudly present a work they have been focusing on. It’s also a wonderful time to connect with teachers, ask questions, and tour the other classrooms.

Thank you for sharing your children with us, we look forward to a year full of growth, exploration, and joyful learning!

Thank you,

Ms. Julia, Ms. Kayla, Ms. Chrissy, Ms. Amanda, Ms. Julie, and Ms. Emily




